A work simulator for rehabilitating the upper extremity-preliminary report.
A work simulator is an electromechanical device used for rehabilitation of the upper extremity. Various tools have been designed to simulate the basic motions required of the upper extremity in the activities of daily living and most occupations. Provision has been made for varying levels of resistance to interchangeable tools for exercise and to allow evaluation of the patient's functional ability. Printed documentation is produced for each therapy session. Clinical use for a period of 20 months with 223 patients indicates that patients realize significant improvement in function and the ability to return to productive employment.